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"Eric said, 'I didn't tcll uut' I was
demessed. Nobodu realla len'eu uln I
uis. t fett diffnent. I lelt saanl uP.
But I d.idn't tell anAbodu.' "

- Mike Moerer, an antl'teen'sulclde
actlvlst. on the derth of hls son

"As I turned shc was calling, 'Dad'-
du! Daddu! Werc are mu lcgs?'Right
tien t *nzrt ue uene in deep troublz. It
still hnunts me sometimcs."

- Melvln Ashton, on the daY hls
daughter broke her neck on 

" 
*lil;

"With peoPlc like Gaglc Ruzicka in-
whnd, i{atiost makes metm'ntto be a
Democtat.. . . Sontchou thz party hns
oot to get a lash on lvr."

date Bryan lnlng on Eagle Forum
. leader Ruzleka's unsollclted injectlon
of antl-qay material tnto his campaign'
ln whlchhe ended up lostng to Utah's

first oPenlY gay leglslator

"Thc citv ranks ftrst in t
in thz proportion of huseh

personal cornwtsrs, rual
cmt, partlg for thz genea,

cord kuping important to Il'

- Nansunek magazlne on
. Ctty as a htgh't

"I guess aoe're not so iSrwra.nt,
huh?"

GhiP Ward
Grantsville environrne4lqtist

a::ii;:,:'
animals in the vicinity agd the late's briire
shrimp for the presence ofCiCxis.,

"W6 need to-take stepsJb sssurb whatever
b";i; A-;e;"i 

"ot 
piodi,ea rurther," Pack-

ham said. "We also want to'know whether
there could be contaminated'mat€rials that
have been moved offsite that might be tahted
\rith diorins. We have to evaluate all posslb-Ie

"e"to.s 
Uy whieh these contamiDaDts could

leave the site."
MasCorD. whose president has an unlisted

phondnuri6er, could uot be reaehed for com-
fo"ot Satu"aai and did not issue a general

nress release about the studY.^ For years, MagCorp officials have denied
the pdnt emits dioxins and called environ-
menial groups "mean-spirited" and "igno-
iant" for"badlering the state to require dioxin
testing.' - 

On "saturaay, environmentalists were feel-
ins vindication.T'f eo.ts we're not so ignorant, huh?" said
GranGville resident Chip Ward, a member of
the Sierra Club-backed Citizens Against Chlo-
rine Contamination.-- 

Neither Ward nor Packham was surprised
by the dioxin findings.
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Study Finds Pollution Champ MagCorp

Nso Emits Dangerous Dioxin Chemical
Company has long denied the problem. Toxic levels far eiceed federal'action level' standards for cleanup

BY BRENT ISMEISEN
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

The lons-awaited study of Utah's biggest
oolluter sf,ows what mvironmentalists bave
ions suspected and what Magnesium Corp' of
Am-erica (Magporp) has long denied:

fUe cohpiny 6mits dioxins, a family.of
ctremicats b'elidved to cause cancer and dis-

rupt hormones in humans.- 
Just released by the Utah Department of

Environmental Quality (DEQ), the study
shows elevated leveb 6f dioxin in water and
sediment near the company's plant, located-on
the southwestern shore of the Great SaIt Iake'

Accordinq to the study, a quarter-mile-long
industrial wlste water ditch north of the plant
contained dioxin levels as high as 38.9 parts
per billion (PPb).
^ rfhat fisdd is considerably bigher than the
Centers f6r Disease Control "action level" of I
ppb for dioxin. An "action level" triggers a
'clianup and prevention effort.

DEQ toxi6logist Steve Paekham said the
findinis will prompt the state to conduct fur-
ther teitins to determine the extent of the con-
iamination- and to find out where and how
much is being discharged from the MagOorp
Dlatrt. Once tf,e exact dioxin source is identi'
?ied, MagCorp likely will be required to re-
dsgs 91 glininste the emissions into ttre envr-

ronment.
The state also has called on the Occupation-

al Safetv and Health Adminishation to con-
duct blobd tests of MagCorp workers to deter-
mine whether anyone has ingested the poison'

And Paekham said the state may test farm

MasCorp, which produces magnesium from
tle saiine iviters ofthe lake, is the single larg-
est source of chlorine emissions in the United
States. Last vear, the company spewed 82'3
million poun-tls of chlorine into the air from
the plani's huge smokestacks.

Tf,e magnesium production process i'n-

cludes all-the components necessary for
dioxin production: high temperatures, hydro-
carbons and chlorine.

While high levels were found in the waste

water ditch, no dioxins were found itr a dee!
water well. Testing found only background
levels of dioxin in the Great Salt Lake where
MasCorp draws its water and found 0'5 ppb in
a riaste^water holding pond northeast of the
plant.^ In addition to testing soils and water, state
officials soon will test MagCorp's stacks to de-
termine if dioxin is being released into the air'
where it could travel to food-production ar-
eas. That testing is on hold pending a,hieh-lV

technical review of the methodology by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Like DDT, the pesticide banned in the
19?0s. dioxins persfut and accumulate in the
environment and can travel up the food chain'
If brine shrimp carry dioxin, for example, that
could be passed to humans through plalvns'
which feei on bri.ne shrimp harvested from
the lake.

Thoueh it has been found conclusively to be
toxic anld carcinogenic to laboratory animals,
its effect on humans has been more subtle and
controversial. At least three studies, however,
confirm dioxin has negatively affected human
endocrine systems.

Snowbgarder Loosens Avalanche, Dies in Snow Pile Near Alta
BY INCHAEL VIGH

THE SALT LAKE TBIBUNE

A snowboarder, who triggered
the first avalanche of the-season

theY were unharmed in the ava-
lanihe estimated as 3-feet deeP'
20-feet across and 500 feet in
length.

^ 
rhefive p*P,t" hj5:d^lo,{:5..i

later discovered in a Pile of snow
by a member of the Alta Ski Pa-
trol and his dog.

However, Salt Lake CountY
Sheriff's search and rescuers
nelled off the recovery of the vic-

"We want to try to make the re-

covery before the next storm
hits," Larkin said.

Nauonal Weather Service se-

Wilensky


